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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 


In  Senate,  January  7,  1853. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Walker,  Brewster,  and  Crocker  be  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  present  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wolcott, 
for  the  sermon  delivered  by  him  on  Wednesday  last,  before  the  Executive 
and  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  re¬ 
quest  a  copy  of  the  same  for  publication. 

CHARLES  CALHOUN,  Clerk. 
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SERMON. 


Revelation,  xi :  17. 

WE  GIVE  THEE  THANKS,  0  LORD  GOD  ALMIGHTY,  WHO  ART,  AND  WAST, 
AND  ART  TO  COME,  BECAUSE  THOU  HAST  TAKEN  TO  THEE  THY  GREAT 
POWER,  AND  HAST  REIGNED. 

I  have  selected,  on  the  present  occasion,  a  few  of 
the  words  of  this  mysterious  prophecy,  with  no  de¬ 
sign  of  investigating  its  scheme,  or  explaining  its 
symbols.  The  passage  from  which  the  text  is  taken, 
is  the  conclusion  of  one  of  the  scenes  of  the  august 
drama  of  the  Revelation.  It  is  the  record  of  the 
sounding  of  the  seventh  angel,  with  which  the  mys¬ 
tery  of  God  was  finished ;  and  one  volume  of  this 
hook  of  destiny,  this  prophetic  narrative  of  the  for¬ 
tunes  of  the  Christian  Church,  here  closes.  Upon 
the  announcement,  repeated  with  loud  acclaim  in 
heaven,  that  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ,  and  he 
shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever,  the  representatives  of 
the  saints  in  the  divine  presence  are  introduced  as 
prostrating  themselves  with  devout  adoration,  and 
exclaiming,  We  give  thee  thanks ,  0  Lord  God  Al- 


6 


mighty ,  who  art ,  and  wast ,  and  art  to  come ,  because 
thou  hast  taken  to  thee  thy  great  power,  and  hast  reigned. 

This  is  interpreted  by  sound  commentators  as  hay¬ 
ing  reference  to  the  future  triumphs  of  the  gospel, 
and  the  final  reign  of  Christ  on  the  earth.  And  I 
offer  the  text,  detached  from  an  association  with  the 
seals  and  trumpets  of  the  grand  vision,  and  divested 
of  the  drapery  of  its  magnificent  imagery,  as  the 
theme  of  a  few  simple  and  familiar  observations  on 
the  progress  and  prospects  of  the  Redeemer’s  king¬ 
dom  in  our  world.  I  propose  to  consider,  summarily, 
the  destined  prevalence  of  the  Christian  faith ;  some 
of  the  agencies  by  which  it  is  to  be  promoted ;  and 
some  of  the  evidences  of  its  living  power,  to  be  fur¬ 
nished  by  its  adherents. 

I.  In  affirming  that  the  Christian  religion  is  des¬ 
tined  to  reign  in  our  world,  I  maintain  not  that  evil 
is  to  be  eradicated  from  the  earth,  but  that  its  present 
developments  will  be  checked.  Christianity  will  gain 
the  complete  ascendency  over  every  opposing  form  of 
error  and  sin,  become  the  acknowledged  universal 
standard  of  right  and  supreme  source  of  authority, 
and  thus  subjugate  the  world  to  itself.  It  reigns 
now  in  the  heart  of  many  a  believer,  for  whose  life 
it  furnishes  a  perfect  rule  of  action.  It  has  its  seat 
in  the  bosom  of  many  a  church,  which  is  governed 
by  its  holy  principles  and  adorned  with  its  heavenly 
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graces.  But  its  present  sway  is  partial  and  limited ; 
and  the  ultimate  supremacy  claimed  for  it,  is  the  pre¬ 
siding  sovereignty  of  its  law  of  love,  regulating  a 
depraved  race. 

This  belief  necessarily  implies  the  truth  of  the 
Christian  system.  A  permanent  prevalence  cannot 
be  predicated  of  error,  for  the  human  mind  was  not 
formed  to  subsist  on  falsehood.  The  truth  is  the 
only  basis  on  which  all  minds  can  harmonize,  and 
those  who  reject  it  have  no  essential  agreement,  and 
often  adopt  the  most  opposite  and  clashing  opinions. 
Truth  alone  is  immortal ;  and  the  mind,  when  not 
perverted,  is  constrained  to  do  it  homage.  This 
characteristic  of  Christianity  I  mention,  not  as  the 
sole  security  and  pledge,  but  as  one  of  the  essential 
conditions,  of  its  universal  prevalence. 

The  belief,  also,  if  well  founded,  involves  the 
adaptedness  of  the  Christian  religion  to  the  wants 
of  the  race,  and  proves  it  to  be  universally  needed. 
It  aims  to  exterminate  the  evil  passions  which  scourge 
the  human  family,  inculcating  forgiveness  and  for¬ 
bearance,  awakening  compassion  and  sympathy,  and 
introducing  concord  and  love.  It  mitigates  the  pro¬ 
vidential  calamities  of  an  unavoidable  lot,  allaying 
discontent  and  murmur,  and  imparting  a  cheerful 
courage,  not  merely  from  an  acquiescence  in  the  di¬ 
vine  sovereignty,  but  from  a  filial  confidence  in  the 
character  and  the  government  of  God  Most  High ; 
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cherishing  not  the  fortitude  of  a  stoic  indifference, 
but  a  calm  joy  in  the  administration  of  a  Being 
whose  dealings  are  kind  as  well  as  just ;  using  his 
discipline  as  a  means  of  moral  improvement,  and 
converting  every  trial  into  a  blessing.  It  sustains  the 
soul  in  the  dissolution  of  the  body,  cheering  it  with 
hopes  which  bloom  beyond  the  grave.  It  relieves 
that  pressure  of  spiritual  want,  which  is  felt  by  every 
moral  being.  In  all  ages  and  all  lands,  whenever 
and  wherever  an  intelligent,  immortal  spirit  has 
throbbed  in  its  earthly  tenement,  it  has  been  con¬ 
scious  of  unearthly  and  unsatisfied  longings.  With 
its  physical  desires  all  gratified,  it  has  felt  cravings 
for  a  better  portion.  This  it  has  sought  in  vain  in 
every  system  of  uninspired  belief,  and  in  every  expe¬ 
dient  unsanctioned  by  revelation.  Philosophy,  beau¬ 
tiful  as  the  handmaid  of  religion,  has  been  foolish 
and  vain  as  her  substitute,  offering  no  remedy  for  the 
maladies  of  the  heart.  The  showy  forms  and  empty 
ceremonials  of  worship;  the  penance  which  lacer¬ 
ates  the  body  for  the  sin  of  the  soul — all  outward 
services  and  acts  of  self-righteousness — have  only 
aggravated  the  distemper,  and  left  the  spirit  more 
desolate.  Amid  these  wretched  devices  the  soul  of 
man  has  fared  like  the  patient  “  who  had  suffered 
many  things  of  many  physicians,  and  was  nothing 
bettered,  but  rather  grew  worse,”  until  she  pressed 
her  wTay  to  the  person  of  Jesus,  and  experienced  the 
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healing  virtue  of  his  touch.  The  gospel  alone  is  the 
sovereign  restorer,  whispering  pardon  and  peace  to 
the  penitent,  invigorating  the  powers  of  the  soul  and 
lifting  it  to  the  contemplation  of  eternal  grandeur, 
admitting  it  to  free  communion  with  the  holiness, 
and  filling  it  with  rapt  anticipations  of  the  felicity 
of  heaven.  A  religion,  which  thus  meets  every  want 
of  our  being,  is  adapted  to  universal  prevalence. 
Men  may  be  blind  to  its  excellence,  hardened  and 
insensible  to  its  charms,  and  cling  to  their  miseries. 
But  when  their  hearts  are  softened,  and  their  eyes 
opened,  its  loveliness  and  worth  will  he  appreciated. 
Its  suitableness  and  indispensableness  to  the  race,  in 
which  it  contrasts  with  all  other  systems,  will  be 
found  to  be  one  of  the  requisites  and  reasons  of  its 
universality. 

This  belief  is  further  encouraged  by  actual  appear¬ 
ances  and  tendencies.  The  impartial  student  of  his¬ 
tory  is  impressed  with  the  fact,  that  the  enormous 
evils  which  have  afflicted  the  world  are  sensibly  di¬ 
minished.  Idolatry,  slavery,  and  other  giant  iniqui¬ 
ties,  have  been  vanquished  in  some  of  their  strong¬ 
holds.  No  thoughtful  and  candid  observer  can  doubt 
that  human  society  is  in  a  state  of  general  progress. 
There  is  a  gradual  reformation  of  abuses ;  there  is  a 
perceptible  and  gratifying  improvement ;  there  are 
changes  for  the  better,  of  remarkable  promise. 
Communities  and  tribes  have  been  elevated  from  bar- 
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barism  to  refinement.  We  already  behold  the  ear¬ 
nest  of  a  complete  redemption ;  and  though  existing 
influences  and  tendencies  would  never  effect  and 
reach  the  consummation,  they  indicate  the  direction 
of  the  current,  and  impart  a  vigor  to  the  faith  that 
the  day  of  deliverance  is  coming. 

Our  belief  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  Christianity 
is  fully  confirmed  by  the  Scripture  testimony,  given 
in  abundant  forms.  I  have  not  time  to  enter  upon 
its  recital  here ;  it  is  the  burden  of  inspired  song. 
The  sacred  bards  have  kindled  with  the  theme,  and 
set  it  forth  in  glowing  numbers.  It  was  the  subject 
of  the  promise  uttered  in  Eden ;  it  was  incorporated 
with  the  teachings  of  Christ ;  it  pervaded  the  con¬ 
cluding  book  of  prophecy  before  us ;  it  forms  the 
texture  of  the  Old  Testament  and  the  New.  It 
prompted  the  prayers  and  praises  of  the  early  saints ; 
it  has  animated  the  labors  and  hopes  of  later  dis¬ 
ciples  ;  it  is  enshrined  in  the  heart  of  Christen¬ 
dom.  It  can  be  no  delusion,  which  has  thus  gained 
possession  of  every  Christian  soul,  beginning  with 
its  religious  life,  and  growing  with  its  growth.  The 
belief  is  authorized  by  every  page  of  God’s  word, 
that  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,  when  they  shall  know  him 
from  the  least  of  them  unto  the  greatest  of  them  ; 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world  having  become  the  king¬ 
doms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ. 
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We  cling  to  these  cheering  predictions,  believing 
that  their  fulfilment  will  exceed  our  conceptions ; 
revealing,  amid  the  ravages  of  sin  and  the  ruins  of 
the  fall,  44  scenes  of  accomplished  bliss,”  richer  than 
passed  before  the  vision  of  the  evangelical  prophet, 
when  he  described  the  latter  glory  of  Judah’s  moun¬ 
tains,  or  than  lingered  in  the  recollections  of  the 
royal  preacher,  when  he  sung  of  the  rose  of  Sharon 
and  the  lily  of  the  valleys.  But  at  what  time  this 
splendid  era  is  to  burst  upon  the  groaning  and  wait¬ 
ing  creation,  is  known  only  to  God.  More  than 
eighteen  centuries  ago,  were  heard  by  eastern  shep¬ 
herds,  in  the  stillness  of  the  night,  while  the  glory 
of  the  upper  world  shone  on  the  fields  around  them, 
the  praises  of  the  heavenly  host,  as  they  announced 
to  mortal  ears  the  joyful  tidings  of  the  advent  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace  ;  and  it  would  have  seemed  that  the 
reign  of  righteousness  had  commenced,  and  the  an¬ 
thems  of  heaven  were  to  be  wafted  by  angelic  voices 
over  all  lands,  proclaiming  glory  to  God  in  the  high¬ 
est,  and  on  earth,  peace,  good-will  to  men.  But  the 
vision  is  yet  for  an  appointed  time ;  our  eyes  are  not 
greeted  with  the  glad  sight,  and  every  passing  breeze 
is  burdened  with  other  sounds,  with  the  sigh  of  the 
captive,  with  the  wail  of  the  oppressed,  with  the 
dreadful  roar  of  battle.  Still  we  wait  for  the  pro¬ 
mise,  because,  it  will  surely  come,  it  will  not  tarry, 
for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken  it.  It  is  not 
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for  us  to  know  the  times  and  the  seasons  which  the 
Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power.  This  much  is 
known  to  us,  blessed  be  his  name !  that  in  those  days 
shall  the  righteous  flourish,  and  abundance  of  peace 
so  long  as  the  moon  endureth ;  and  violence  shall  no 
more  be  heard  in  our  land,  wasting  nor  destruction 
within  our  borders,  but  we  shall  call  our  walls  Sal¬ 
vation,  and  our  gates  Praise. 

II.  Although  the  end  is  secure  by  promise,  we 
are  not  to  discard  nor  overlook  the  means  by  which 
it  is  to  be  accomplished.  The  Divine  Being  carries 
on  the  plans  of  his  government  in  our  world,  not  by 
direct  omnipotence,  but  through  certain  chosen  in¬ 
strumentalities  ;  he  has  his  appointed  and  appropriate 
agencies,  and  we  witness  the  same  adaptation  of 
means  to  ends  in  the  moral  as  in  the  material  world. 
The  method  selected  for  the  establishment  of  his 
spiritual  kingdom,  is  the  simple  proclamation  of  the 
truth  in  love — bringing  divine  truth,  by  precept  and 
example,  before  the  minds  of  men,  and  impressing 
it  on  their  consciences  and  hearts.  This  work,  de¬ 
pendent  on  his  blessing,  he  has  been  pleased  to  com¬ 
mit  to  his  followers,  and  its  fruits  are  to  be  secured 
by  their  fidelity.  Our  sympathies  are  to  be  as  broad 
as  his  provisions ;  we  should  have  reason  to  distrust 
our  benevolence,  if  it  were  not  universal,  embracing 
in  brotherly  charity  and  blessing  the  race  to  which 
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we  belong.  And  while  seeking,  by  individual  efforts, 
to  promote  the  highest  good,  temporal  and  spiritual, 
of  all  within  the  circle  of  our  individual  influence, 
wre  shall  also  be  prompted  to  sustain  the  voluntary 
associations  of  benevolence  which  adorn  our  age, 
and  through  which  we  may  reach  multitudes  that 
are  beyond  the  sphere  of  our  personal  acquaintance 
and  labor.  The  several  agencies,  though  occupying 
different  departments,  are  cognate,  and  are  all  the 
legitimate  growth  of  Christianity. 

Of  this  class  are  those  worthy  societies,  heaven- 
blest  in  their  noiseless  charity,  which  are  devoted  to 
the  remedy  and  relief  of  the  temporal  wants  and 
sufferings  of  men.  And  of  this  class,  eminently,  are 
those  associations,  which,  while  not  forgetful  of  other 
claims,  seek  directly  and  primarily  the  spiritual  ren¬ 
ovation  of  the  world.  Of  these,  none  can  be  more 
Christ-like  in  its  conception,  than  the  cause  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions,  whose  territory  is  the  dark  domain 
of  heathenism,  seeking  to  introduce  among  its  de¬ 
graded  millions,  of  every  complexion  and  tongue,  the 
blessings  of  Civilization  and  Christianity,  and  uplift 
them  to  the  dignity  of  the  children  of  God  and  the 
heirs  of  Heaven.  The  interest  which  this  enterprise 
has  awakened  at  home,  has  become  one  of  the  orna¬ 
ments  of  our  national  character ;  and  the  trophies 
which  it  has  won  abroad,  are  richer  than  the  spoils 
of  conquerors. 
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Of  no  secondary  importance  and  interest  is  the 
cause  of  Home  Missions,  aiming  to  preserve  our  do¬ 
mestic  altars,  and  consecrate  to  God  the  youthful 
energies  of  a  nation,  whose  influence  is  destined  to 
be  felt  so  widely  for  weal  or  for  woe.  We  send  the 
gospel,  at  no  slight  expenditure,  to  obscure  and  dis¬ 
tant  tribes,  that  are  acting  almost  no  part  in  the 
world’s  history,  and  are  to  have  no  voice  in  its  des¬ 
tiny  ;  and  we  do  right,  for  the  souls  of  the  benight¬ 
ed  are  precious,  and  have  been  redeemed.  Still,  it 
would  be  but  a  romantic  benevolence,  which  should 
recognize  those  claims,  and  neglect  or  slight  these 
which  lie  at  our  own  door,  more  imperative,  and 
more  easily  met.  The  grand  problem  of  modern 
Christianity,  believe  me,  is  the  pervading  this  our 
country  with  the  influences  of  evangelical  truth  ; 
transplanting  to  the  new  portions  the  noble  institu¬ 
tions  of  our  fathers,  and  maintaining  them  in  their 
purity  here.  And  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  reflect¬ 
ing,  that  we  are  thus  alike  discharging  the  first 
obligation  of  patriotism,  and  performing  the  highest 
service  of  philanthropy. 

Our  charities  embrace  another  class,  whose  per¬ 
manent  dwellings  are  neither  in  pagan  nor  Christian 
lands ;  whose  lives  benefit  every  body  but  themselves ; 
who  are  denied  the  comforts  of  home  in  order  to 
provide  them  for  others,  their  own  family-circle  being, 
as  some  one  has  expressed  it,  “  the  circle  of  the 
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heavens  and  the  earth.”  I  am  held  to  a  particular 
mention  of  their  claims,  by  almost  a  vow  to  heaven, 
made  on  a  night  of  remembered  peril.  I  was  in  mid 
ocean,  in  a  frail  bark  plunging  and  staggering  be¬ 
neath  the  tremendous  concussion  of  the  billows, 
which  poured  a  deluge  over  her  bulwarks,  while  the 
storm  was  howling  through  the  rigging,  sweeping  the 
shrouds  bare,  and  the  portentous  blue  lights  were 
tipping  the  masts  and  yards ;  and  when,  at  the  height 
of  this  midnight  gale,  amid  the  roar  of  the  breaking 
surge,  and  the  creaking  of  the  vessel,  and  the  moan 
of  the  tempest,  I  heard  the  heavy  and  hurried  tramp 
of  the  seamen  on  the  deck  above  me,  and  knew  that, 
under  God,  it  depended  on  their  desperate  exertions 
whether  or  not  I  was  to  find  a  watery  grave  before 
the  morning  light,  I  formed  the  resolution,  that  if 
God  spared  me,  I  would  remember  the  sailor.  And 
I  gladly  avail  myself  of  any  suitable  occasion,  to  be¬ 
speak  an  enlightened  Christian  sympathy  for  those 
devoted  men  that  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  that 
do  business  in  great  waters,  that  see  the  works  of 
the  Lord  and  his  wonders  in  the  deep. 

We  have,  further,  agencies  for  circulating  the  Bible, 
without  note  or  comment,  the  pure  word  of  God, 
containing  his  own  record  of  the  divine  character 
and  government,  and  of  the  state  and  duty  of  man. 
We  send  with  it  the  little  Tract,  with  its  pointed 
appeals  to  the  conscience  and  heart,  or  its  touching 
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narrative,  illustrating  and  enforcing  the  truths  of 
revelation.  And  we  deem  the  young  worthy  of 
special  attention  and  amply  repaying  it,  and  we 
gather  them  into  Sabbath  Schools,  which  have  be¬ 
come  the  nurseries  of  our  churches. 

Such  are  our  simple  and  successful  associated 
agencies ;  but  though  indispensable,  they  are  ineffec¬ 
tual  alone,  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may  be 
of  God,  and  not  of  us.  Nothing  less  than  a  super¬ 
natural  influence  can  change  the  moral  nature  of 
man,  and  imbue  society  with  the  principles  of  a 
sound  morality  and  the  piety  of  a  pure  Christianity. 
None  but  a  divine  power  is  adequate  to  the  obstacles 
and  difficulties  with  which  we  have  to  contend,  the 
world  over.  It  is  only  when  God  hath  taken  to  him 
his  great  power,  that  the  saints  can  witness  with 
thanksgiving  the  triumphs  of  his  reign.  The  reason 
is  obvious,  without  searching  into  the  ultimate  cause, 
the  depravity  of  the  human  heart,  when  we  look  at 
the  structure  of  society. 

Despotism,  which  is  the  prevalent  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  world,  is  the  natural  antagonist  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  Its  aim  is  to  reduce  its  subjects  to  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  mere  physical  machines.  It  rests,  conse¬ 
quently,  on  besotted  ignorance ;  and  that  entrance  of 
the  word  which  giveth  light,  which  giveth  under¬ 
standing  to  the  simple,  is  the  object  of  its  jealous 
exclusion.  And  its  power  to  check  and  crush  the 
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spirit  of  religious  inquiry,  exceeds  the  conception  of 
those  who  have  witnessed  the  workings  of  no  politi¬ 
cal  system  but  our  own.  In  most  countries  the 
popular  belief  is  controlled  by  official  authority  and 
patronage ;  and  the  history  of  ecclesiastical  polities 
would  be  unintelligible,  apart  from  that  of  state  in¬ 
fluence.  Its  arbitrary  action  has  uniformly  been 
hostile  to  a  pure  faith ;  and  Christianity  has  to  wres¬ 
tle  in  the  world  with  earthly  principalities  and 
powers. 

It  encounters  another  and  more  deadly  foe  in  ec¬ 
clesiastical  tyranny.  The  former  rests  on  ignorance ; 
this,  on  ignorance  and  superstition  combined.  The 
latter  usurps  the  conscience,  it  grasps  the  spiritual 
nature,  it  takes  captive  the  whole  man.  It  pene¬ 
trates  its  victims  with  an  occult,  mysterious  dread  of 
its  ghostly  domination.  History — that  of  our  own 
ancestors — is  full  of  its  workings.  The  time  was, 
when  a  weak  old  man  could  issue  a  brief  sentence 
from  the  Vatican  at  Eome,  and  that  bit  of  paper, 
carried  to  the  shores  of  Great  Britain  by  some  fee¬ 
ble  monk,  would  strike  her  brave  inhabitants  with 
more  terror  than  the  approach  of  an  armada,  lay¬ 
ing  their  proud  kingdom  under  the  spell  of  a  ban  so 
fearful,  that  they  would  not  even  dare  to  salute  each 
other,  and  humbling  their  powerful  monarch  to  the 
most  degrading  tokens  of  submission.  That  was 
spiritual  despotism ;  and  such  it  still  is,  essentially, 
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in  many  a  stricken  community.  It  utters  its 
anathema  on  the  ingenuous  seeker  for  truth,  and 
his  family  disown  and  curse  him ;  he  is  an  outcast 
from  society,  deprived  of  employment,  and  threat¬ 
ened  with  starvation.  In  some  communities,  to  my 
knowledge,  he  must  derive  his  support  from  the 
foreign  teachers  and  patrons  of  his  new  faith,  or 
lead  a  precarious  life  under  the  heavy  pressure  of 
the  social  system;  while  in  others,  he  would  be 
instantly  relieved  of  the  burden  of  his  existence  by 
the  tender  mercies  of  a  priesthood,  having  power  as 
the  scorpions  of  the  earth  have  power. 

In  the  union  of  civil  and  ecclesiastical  supremacy 
in  the  same  absolutism,  we  have,  of  course,  the  most 
formidable  obstruction  which  the  world  can  present 
to  the  progress  of  divine  truth.  It  thrusts  out  the 
Bible  and  “freedom  to  worship  God”  from  the 
Papal  dominions.  It  cuts  off  the  one  hundred 
millions  of  the  Mohammedan  faith  from  Christian 
access.  It  surrounds  the  so-called  Celestial  kingdom 
with  a  barrier  more  formidable  than  her  northern 
wall.  Combining  in  itself  two  great  forces,  it 
wields  over  an  empire  the  uncontrolled  sceptre  of 
political  authority,  and  pervades  it  with  an  intense 
and  impervious  bigotry.  Who  can  cope  with  such 
a  power1?  I  have  stood  at  the  base  of  Gibraltar, 
and  lifting  my  eye  along  its  frowning  and  impregna¬ 
ble  ramparts,  over  the  batteries  of  its  sleeping  ar- 


19 


tillery,  to  the  crested  summit,  have  felt  the  meaning 
of  “  a  forlorn  hope.”  And  I  have  stood  beneath  the 
shadow  of  a  gigantic  secular  and  spiritual  des¬ 
potism,  hostile  to  the  truth,  with  a  deeper  sense  of 
moral  feebleness,  and  have  realized  that  the  stone 
cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  must  smite 
the  Colossus,  before  it  will  be  broken  to  pieces  and 
become  like  the  chaff  of  the  summer  threshing- 
floors.  Our  reliance,  from  first  to  last,  is  on  the 
mighty  power  of  God,  giving  efficacy  to  the  simple 
means  of  his  appointment,  in  a  way  to  stain  the 
pride  of  all  human  glory,  excluding  complacency 
and  boasting,  and  honoring  humility  and  faith. 
Feeble  in  ourselves,  we  are  strong  in  the  Lord  and 
in  the  power  of  his  might ;  strong  in  conscious  union 
with  a  cause  which  is  safe,  resting  on  a  surety  which 
is  infinite — the  promise  of  him  who  cannot  lie,  en¬ 
forced  by  the  power  of  him  with  whom  all  things 
are  possible. 

Besides  the  voluntary  agencies  of  Christian  be¬ 
nevolence,  the  principle  has  in  various  forms  obtained 
legislative  recognition,  and  been  embodied  in  benefi¬ 
cent  laws.  These  would  furnish  a  distinct  and 
most  suitable  theme,  which  it  does  not  fall  within 
the  compass  of  my  plan,  nor  the  limits  of  our  ser¬ 
vice,  to  consider  fully  at  this  time.  Every  statute 
which  is  enacted  for  the  physical  amelioration,  and 
the  intellectual  and  moral  elevation,  of  mankind, 
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hastens  the  complete  triumph  of  Christianity. 
Hence,  my  honored  auditors,  have  sprung  those  ex¬ 
cellent  humane  Institutions,  which  have  been,  and 
will  be,  the  objects  of  your  fostering  care  as  legis¬ 
lators,  and  which  are  the  noblest  monuments  of  a 
Christian  Commonwealth.  The  liberal  appropria¬ 
tions  for  schools  and  colleges,  and  the  measures 
adopted  to  provide  a  thorough  Christian  education 
for  all  the  children  of  the  Commonwealth,  rich  and 
poor,  are  entitled,  in  this  connection,  to  the  same 
honorable  mention.  To  this  class  of  statutes  be¬ 
longs,  preeminently,  the  Act  passed  by  your  imme¬ 
diate  predecessors,  designed,  and  admirably  adapted 
to  check  the  fatal  ravages  of  Intemperance  among 
us.  From  a  recent  judicial  decision  of  high 
authority,  it  would  appear,  that  a  law  framed  for  a 
similar  purpose  in  a  neighboring  State,  unfortunately 
embodies  provisions  which  conflict  with  important 
constitutional  immunities.  I  am  sure  that  I  utter 
the  sentiments  of  all  the  friends  of  our  law  and  of 
the  holy  cause  whose  fortunes  are  embarked  in  it, 
when  I  affirm,  that  in  their  anxious  efforts  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  community  from  an  oppressive  burden  and 
a  destructive  evil,  nothing  can  be  further  from  them 
than  a  disposition  to  assail  any  lawful  claim ;  and 
above  all,  to  weaken  that  sacred  palladium  of  civil 
liberty,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  which  was  wrested 
by  our  brave  English  ancestors  from  kingly  en- 
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croachment,  which  was  borne  across  the  waters  in  the 
Mayflower,  and  under  these  happy  skies,  among  a  peo¬ 
ple  jealous,  as  they  should  be,  in  any  matter  which 
involves  their  personal  freedom  or  their  civil  rights, 
until  a  late  dark  period,  has  flourished  in  security 
and  beauty.  Let  the  heavy  odium  of  striking  down 
this  safeguard  of  freemen,  in  their  last  asylum, 
cleave  to  another  law  than  this,  and  to  other  hands 
than  ours !  It  has  been  the  earnest,  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  successful,  endeavor  of  the  framers  and  de¬ 
fenders  of  our  own  law,  including  some  eminent 
civilians,  to  keep  it  entirely  clear  of  constitutional 
objections.  Its  friends,  however,  do  not  claim  that 
it  is  free  from  imperfection ;  and  if  any  element  of 
weakness  has  inadvertently  been  incorporated,  it  is, 
of  course,  susceptible  of  an  amendment  which  will 
relieve,  without  crippling  or  enfeebling  it,  and  thus 
not  impair,  but  increase  its  useful  efficiency  as  a 
powerful  aid  in  securing  to  every  community,  that 
will  enforce  it,  the  benefits  of  sobriety,  industry,  and 
integrity,  of  social  order,  prosperity,  and  morality. 
The  right  of  prohibitory  legislation,  with  reference 
to  any  public  evil,  is  questioned  by  no  jurist;  the 
leading  principle  of  this  law  is  but  a  practical  re¬ 
cognition  of  the  great  end  for  which  government  is 
instituted;  its  introduction  in  other  forms  is  no 
novelty ;  and  it  marks  in  this  connection  a  benign 
epoch,  only  as  being  the  consistent  and  resolute  ap- 
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plication  of  an  acknowledged  principle  to  a  stu¬ 
pendous  social  evil.  It  cannot  be  disputed,  that 
wherever  it  has  had  a  fair  trial,  it  has  won  for  itself 
favor  as  a  most  beneficent  act ;  an  act,  which  while 
promoting  the  industrial  pursuits,  and  enhancing  the 
productive  resources  of  the  State,  throws  the  shield 
of  governmental  protection  over  the  weak  and 
tempted,  and  gracefully  lifts  fallen  man  from  the 
dust ;  an  act,  which  was  prayed  for  by  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  mothers  and  wives,  the 
sisters  and  daughters,  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
will  remain,  in  its  essential  features,  if  it  shall  stand 
until  a  solitary  petition  from  this  class  is  presented 
for  its  repeal,  a  permanent  boon  to  the  more  than 
widowed  and  orphaned  ones,  who  have  hailed  its  ad¬ 
vent  with  tears  of  gratitude ;  an  act,  which  has  been 
welcomed  with  singular  and  cordial  unanimity  by 
Christian  pastors  and  teachers  of  every  name,  who 
having  seen  the  woes  which  it  was  fitted  to  relieve, 
and  pitied  the  victims  whom  it  was  destined  to  save, 
have  gladly  rallied  to  its  support  the  unbroken 
moral  force  of  the  pulpit ;  an  act,  which  has  evoked 
among  us  the  inspiration  of  a  mightier  Presence, 
than  “  the  Spirit  of  Continental  Independence,  the 
Genius  of  American  Liberty,  which  in  earlier  times 
tried  her  infant  voice  in  the  halls  and  on  the  hills  of 
New  England,” — the  Genius  of  Universal  Humani¬ 
ty,  now  moving  through  the  halls  and  the  sanctua- 
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lies,  and  along  the  hill-sides  of  Massachusetts,  and 
breathing  upon  the  hearts  of  her  sons  and  her 
daughters;  an  act,  which  gathers  around  itself  the 
robes  of  the  civil  magistracy  with  dignity,  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  di vines t  authority  of  a  just 
ruler — the  terror  of  evil-doers,  and  the  praise  of 
them  that  do  well ;  an  act,  which  will  have  fulfilled 
its  sacred  mission,  when  in  place  of  desolated  homes 
and  blighted  hearts,  habitations  of  thrift  and  com¬ 
fort  shall  be  gladdened  with  the  smile  of  peace  and 
love — the  monster-vice,  which  an  unholy  traffic 
creates,  and  which  this  blessed  law  destroys,  having 
been,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  expelled  from  our  fair 
heritage,  amid  the  rejoicings  of  earth  and  the  halle¬ 
lujahs  of  heaven ! 

III.  It  remains  for  us  to  consider  some  of  the 
moral  qualities  which  distinguish  the  disciples  of  the 
Christian  faith,  to  whom,  under  God,  its  glorious  des¬ 
tiny  is  committed.  Foremost  among  their  distinctive 
traits,  is  the  conscientious,  inflexible  adherence  to 
principle  and  duty.  The  soul,  that  fails  to  recognize 
and  regard  moral  distinctions,  in  whose  moral  exer¬ 
cises  Truth  and  Right  are  not  dominant  forces,  in 
whose  practical  estimation  a  struggling  principle  is 
nothing  and  a  popular  majority  is  every  thing,  lacks 
the  cardinal  elements  of  righteousness.  Never  is 
Christianity  more  fatally  compromised,  than  when 
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her  professed  adherents,  on  any  question  of  social, 
political,  or  religious  interest,  fail  to  occupy  a  high 
moral  position,  pronounce  a  righteous  decision,  and 
carry  it  into  consistent,  fearless,  resistless  execution. 
The  authority  of  Conscience  in  the  soul  is  absolute, 
regnant  over  all  its  other  sentiments  and  impulses. 
If  reduced,  by  the  folly  or  wickedness  of  men  in 
power,  to  the  alternative  of  obeying  God  or  man,  he 
that  falters  is  a  traitor  to  his  Infinite  Sovereign,  he 
that  doubts  is  damned.  A  moment’s  hesitation  here 
w'ould  be  a  moral  weakness  and  crime.  The  august 
will  of  Jehovah  is  never  to  be  slighted ;  the  voice  of 
his  faithful  monitor  in  the  human  bosom  is  never  to 
be  silenced.  Its  whispers  are  potent  above  the 
clamors  of  passion,  and  its  slightest  monitions  can 
never  be  disregarded  without  leaving  in  the  breast 
the  consciousness  of  having  acted  an  unworthy  part. 
No  characters  are  so  elevated  as  those  in  which  an 
enlightened  conscience  is  the  controlling  element ; 
none  are  so  worthy  of  our  study  and  imitation.  As¬ 
similated  in  sentiment,  and  allied  in  spirit,  to  those 
who  have  dared  and  suffered  all  for  conscience’  sake, 
bequeathing  to  us  the  legacy  of  martyrs,  we  are  pre¬ 
pared  both  to  endure  with  constancy,  and  to  act  with 
courage.  We  cease  to  be  dependent  on  those  around 
us  for  social  incitement  and  sympathy,  to  animate  us 
in  duty,  to  cheer  us  in  conflict,  and  to  sustain  us  in 
trial.  We  share  a  goodlier  fellowship;  the  freedom 
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of  a  glorious  city,  the  home  of  the  free,  is  our  sacred 
birthright.  The  hymns  and  songs  pf  exultant  praise, 
which  have  borne  heavenward  the  souls  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  witnesses  and  persecuted  exiles  for  the  truth,  in 
every  age  and  clime — along  the  rocky  vales  of  Switz¬ 
erland,  amid  the  wild  solitudes  of  Scotland,  on  the 
bleak  shores  and  in  the  primitive  forests  of  New 
England — are  ever  sounding  in  our  ears  their  majes¬ 
tic  and  perpetual  anthems.  Inspired  by  these  lofty 
strains,  sweeping  our  heart-strings  like  a  breeze  from 
Paradise,  what  to  us  are  the  opinions  and  comments 
of  the  passing  hour — the  frowns  of  the  great,  or  the 
curses  of  the  multitude  \  Whose  is  the  wealth  that 
can  bribe  us,  where  is  the  power  that  can  intimidate 
us,  what  is  the  flattery  that  can  seduce  us,  while  our 
souls  are  paying  their  homage  to  characters  so  noble, 
yielding  their  faith  to  principles  so  pure,  devoting 
their  energies  to  a  service  so  arduous  and  yet  so 
glorious,  and  linking  their  hopes  with  a  destiny  so 
sublime  l  Encompassed  with  so  great  a  cloud  of 
witnesses  and  worthies,  we  long  to  lay  aside  every 
incumbrance,  and  press  forward  to  the  goal  and  the 
garland.  Our  life  here  can  have  but  one  worthy 
object,  that  of  filling  up  with  honor  its  two  depart¬ 
ments  of  suffering  fortitude  and  acting  valor.  Ex¬ 
cellent,  in  its  place,  is  the  patient  and  passive 
endurance  of  calamity  and  injury.  Illustrious,  also, 
in  its  place,  is  the  stern,  intrepid  combat  with  eviJ, 
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confronting  the  foe  with  a  daring  spirit,  as  the  reso¬ 
lute  soldier  of  a  just  Sovereign,  strong  in  the  good¬ 
ness  of  his  cause.  Beautiful  as  the  visions  of  Heaven, 
eloquent  as  the  voices  of  Eternity,  is  the  position  of 
such  a  man  in  our  world,  planted  on  the  eternal 
truths  and  bathed  in  the  eternal  splendors ! 

With  an  unchangeable  devotion  to  principle  at 
every  sacrifice,  there  is  to  be  combined  a  ready  sym¬ 
pathy  with  human  suffering  and  redress  of  human 
wrong. 

“  Sweet  is  the  tear,  that  from  some  Howard’s  eye, 

Drops  on  the  cheek  of  one  he  lifts  from  earth.” 

Christianity  is  false  to  her  vows,  and  perils  in  this  age 
her  very  existence,  when  she  fails  to  acknowledge 
herself  debtor  both  to  the  wise  and  the  unwise,  both 
to  the  free  and  the  bond — a  debtor  to  all  to  whom 
she  has  it  in  her  power  to  do  good ;  and  withholds 
her  earnest,  cordial,  practical  efforts  for  the  elevation 
and  improvement  of  all.  And  in  proportion  as  we 
have  the  answer  of  a  good  conscience  toward  God, 
we  shall  respect  the  rights,  and  compassionate  the 
injuries,  of  our  fellow-men ;  a  tender  conscience  and 
a  feeling  heart  will  not  be  divorced.  The  distress, 
for  instance,  with  which  a  refined  Christian  spirit 
beholds  the  degradation  inflicted  by  slavery,  arises 
less  from  the  fatal  political  and  economical  bearings 
of  the  system,  than  from  its  dreadful  agency  in  defac¬ 
ing  and  despoiling  the  divine  image ;  and  our  hatred 
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of  it  springs  both  out  of  our  love  for  man  and  our 
reverence  for  God.  We  see  the  victim  of  this  op¬ 
pression  discrowned  of  his  manhood,  not  recognized 
as  a  person,  his  name  entered  only  on  some  inventory 
of  property,  bought  and  sold  as  a  chattel,  treated  and 
worked  as  a  brute  beast ;  and  there,  nevertheless, 
within  that  bronzed  form,  by  the  inspiration  of  the 
Almighty,  is  an  ethereal  soul,  flashing  with  intellect 
and  glowing  with  undying  affections ;  and  here,  too, 
is  the  workmanship  of  the  Deity,  in  this  pulsing  heart, 
throbbing  with  a  quick  sympathy  with  that  wronged 
and  trampled,  but  immortal,  creature.  As  long  as 
the  demon  of  slavery  shall  plant  its  accursed  hoof 
on  the  free  soul  of  man,  every  true  spirit  in  this  free 
land  will  deliver  its  indignant  protest  in  the  face  of 
heaven.  In  vain,  ye  heartless  rulers,  will  ye  bring 
forth  your  barbarous  edict,  and  bid  me  be  accessory 
to  the  infliction  of  this  tremendous  evil  afresh  upon 
a  hunted  fugitive  from  it ;  forbidding  me,  under 
civil  pains  and  penalties,  to  afford  him  hospitable 
shelter  ;  commanding  me  to  assist  your  deputies,  in 
fastening  the  fetters  on  the  free  limbs  of  an  innocent 
and  injured  fellow-being ;  and,  because  violent  men 
did  the  same  grievous  wrong  to  his  ancestor,  on  a 
foreign  and  savage  coast,  rob  him,  on  soil  consecrated 
to  freedom,  of  that  liberty,  (his  “  inalienable  right,”) 
which  is  the  greatest  earthly  blessing,  and  doom  him 
to  that  slavery,  which  is  the  greatest  earthly  curse. 


28 


Though  you  seek  to  dignify  and  to  sanctify,  with  the 
dear  and  venerable  names  of  Law  and  Constitution, 
such  an  outrage  as  that,  you  will  succeed  in  inducing 
me  either  to  become  an  agent  in  the  inhuman  deed, 
or  by  connivance  and  silence  to  tolerate  the  atrocity, 
just  to  the  extent  that  you  can  prevail  upon  me  to 
deny  and  debase  the  holiest  instincts  of  my  nature ; 
to  extinguish  in  my  soul,  with  suicidal  hand,  not 
alone  the  implanted  respect  for  the  rights  and  the 
privileges  of  my  fellow-man,  but  also,  alas,  my  rever¬ 
ence  for  Jehovah,  our  common  Father,  who  consum¬ 
mated  his  perfect  creation  with  an  act  which  awoke 
to  ecstatic  joy  the  sons  of  the  morning,  and  brought 
down  upon  this  planet,  like  a  shower  of  light,  the 
complacent  smile  of  heaven,  when  he  created  Man, 
made  him  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  clothed  him 
with  terrestrial  dominion,  and  crowned  him  with 
glory  and  honor ! 

The  sentiments  and  feelings  with  which  the  fol¬ 
lower  of  the  Christian  faith  is  to  be  imbued,  were 
exemplified  by  its  Divine  Founder,  and  may  be  seen 
in  his  life  at  a  glance.  He  came  to  introduce  into 
the  world  an  order  of  greatness  which  it  had  never 
recognized,  nor  even  conceived  —  a  moral  worth 
which  could  repose  on  itself,  and  stoop  without  im¬ 
pairing  its  dignity.  He  made  himself  familiar  with 
every  class  of  society  and  every  condition  of  life,  with 
all  the  wants  and  sorrows  of  humanity,  that  having 
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himself  suffered,  he  might  be  able  to  succor  the 
tempted  and  distressed;  and  wherever  there  was 
suffering,  his  sympathies  were  drawn  towards  it  as 
by  a  magnetic  attraction.  Among  the  scenes  in 
which  he  moved,  he  found  objects  on  which  his 
nature  might  bestow  its  infinite  pity,  and  the  benev¬ 
olence  of  his  soul  was  stirred  to  its  profoundest 
depths ;  we  observe  its  exhaustless  flow,  and  are  im¬ 
pressed  with  its  ocean  fulness. 

In  the  same  character,  we  see  perfectly  combined 
with  this  ardent  sympathy  and  self-sacrificing  benefi¬ 
cence,  a  steadfast  adherence  to  principle,  conspicuous 
through  his  whole  life,  and  eminent  beyond  all  com¬ 
parison  in  its  close.  While  the  apostate  disciple, 
haggard  with  remorse,  is  hurrying  away  to  the  field 
of  blood,  and  the  recreant  governor  is  vainly  seeking 
to  beguile  his  perturbed  spirit  in  the  palace  of 
Antonia,  we  behold  the  guiltless  victim  of  their  per¬ 
fidy,  calm  and  majestic  in  his  mien,  going  forth  from 
the  city,  to  suffer  without  the  gate,  bearing  his 
reproach.  The  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  all  the 
glory  of  them,  had  once  been  made  to  pass  in  re¬ 
view  before  him,  as  the  tempting  price  of  his  fidelity 
to  a  good  cause ;  and  he  had  spurned  the  offer  and 
repelled  the  tempter.  In  the  desolateness  of  his 
poverty  and  desertion  and  exceeding  sorrowfulness, 
his  soul  had  been  constant,  and  in  the  bitterness  of 
such  a  death,  he  is  still  true  to  himself.  With  an 
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occasional  word  of  consolation  and  comfort  to  the 
afflicted  daughters  of  Jerusalem,  who  are  weeping 
around  him,  he  is  silently  collecting  himself  for  the 
great  sacrifice.  And  from  that  scene  of  agony  and 
of  glory,  there  comes  a  voice  across  the  ages,  trum- 
pet-tongued  in  its  appeal  to  every  faithful  disciple  to 
follow  the  path  of  duty,  and  be  ready  to  save  his 
life  by  losing  it. 

I  have  now,  more  discursively  and  imperfectly 
than  I  could  have  wished,  touched  upon  the  general 
topics  which  I  proposed  for  your  consideration  at 
this  time — the  future  prevalence  of  Christianity  in 
our  world ;  by  what  agencies  promoted ;  with  what 
virtues  illustrated.  Our  text  announces  the  coming 
event  as  the  occasion  of  joy  and  praise  to  the  holy 
universe.  We  cannot  dwell  upon  this  obvious  truth, 
which,  though  not  offered  for  argumentative  discus¬ 
sion,  invites  our  delighted  contemplation.  The 
original  creation  was  a  joyful  event,  and  over  it  the 
morning  stars  sang,  and  the  sons  of  God  exulted; 
but  its  spiritual  transformation  will  call  forth  louder 
shouts,  and  awake  a  loftier  pean.  The  earth,  in  the 
freshness  of  its  Eden  bloom,  the  abode  of  innocence, 
was  beautiful ;  but  it  will  be  most  beautiful  in  the 
robe  of  its  moral  renovation,  beaming  with  the 
lovely  graces  of  redemption.  The  vices  which  mar 
it  will  be  banished;  injustice,  fraud,  and  oppression 


31 


will  cease ;  candor,  integrity,  and  honor  will  preside. 
Ignorance  will  be  dissipated,  prejudice  softened,  pas¬ 
sion  subdued,  the  vast  preponderance  of  evil  over¬ 
come.  No  holy  being  could  refrain  from  rapture 
over  the  spectacle;  and  the  event  will  call  forth 
praise  to  the  Redeemer,  in  grateful  commemoration 
of  his  matchless  achievement ; 

“  One  song  employ  all  nations ;  and  all  cry, 

*  Worthy  the  Lamb,  for  he  was  slain  for  us !’  ” 

To  this  respected  Assembly,  the  chosen  Authority 
of  the  Commonwealth,  I  may  now  he  permitted  to 
say,  that  if  I  have  deviated  somewhat  from  the  cus¬ 
tom  of  my  venerated  fathers  and  brethren  in  the 
ministry,  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  service,  and 
who  have  appropriately  and  ably  discussed  here  the 
ethics  of  civil  government,  and  the  relation  of  reli¬ 
gion  to  politics,  it  has  not  been,  I  hope,  from  a  love 
of  novelty.  And  if,  looking  back  from  this  anniver¬ 
sary,  over  the  recorded  names  of  more  than  two 
hundred  who  have  officiated  at  this  solemnity,  to  the 
day  when  the  first  General  Court  was  held  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  19  October,  1630,  and  recognizing  in 
the  list  of  “ffreemen”  who  composed  that  body  the 
name  of  my  own  honored  ancestor,*  I  have  turned 

♦Henry  Wolcott,  afterwards  of  Connecticut;  a  member  also  of  the 
first  General  Court  in  the  latter  colony,  and  the  ancestor  of  three  of  the 
Governors  of  that  State,  viz.  :  Roger  Wolcott,  Oliver  Wolcott,  signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  Oliver  Wolcott,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  under  President  Washington.  “This  year  (1655)  died  Henry 
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reluctantly  away  from  those  inviting  fields  of  his¬ 
torical  research,  in  which  a  few  choice  spirits  among 
us  have  long  labored,  with  a  love  which  is  to  them 
its  own  rich  reward,  but  with  results  which  entitle 
them  to  the  patronage  of  the  State,  and  which  would 
have  permitted  me  to  bear  an  humble  but  hearty 
filial  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  revered  founders 
of  our  Commonwealth,  of  whom  the  world  was  not 
worthy,  it  has  been  in  deference  to  the  sentiment 
which  impelled  me  to  select  a  theme  more  purely 
spiritual.  Nor  is  it,  I  trust,  a  mistaken  conviction, 
that  the  meditations  to  which  you  have  been  invited, 
are  a  suitable  preparation  for  the  important  duties, 
on  the  threshhold  of  which,  by  the  confidence  of 
your  fellow-citizens  and  the  favor  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  you  now  stand. 

It  is  a  most  pleasing  and  impressive  religious 
usage,  which  provides  that  your  entrance  to  the 
halls  of  legislation  shall  be  through  the  sanctuary  of 
God.  This  service  is  a  devout  recognition  of  the 
truth,  that  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord’s,  and  he  is  the 


Wolcott,  Esquire,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  the  owner  of  a 
good  estate  in  Somersetshire  in  England.  As  the  Puritans  were  then 
treated  with  great  severity,  he  sold  about  £8,000  worth  of  estate,  and  came 
into  New  England,  with  Mr.  Warham,  in  May,  1630,  and  settled  first  at 
Dorchester,  in  Massachusetts.  In  1636,  he  removed  to  Windsor,  and  was 
one  of  the  principal  planters  of  that  town.  He  was  choson  into  the 
magistracy  in  1643,  and  continued  in  it  until  his  death.”  Dr.  Trumbull’s 
History  of  Connecticut ,  I.,  235.  [The  propriety  of  this  note,  added  by 
request  since  the  delivery  of  the  discourse,  rests  on  the  source  from 
■which  the  suggestion  came.] 
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Governor  among  the  nations.  The  special  design  of 
these  exercises  is  secured,  when  you  carry  hence  to 
your  respective  posts  of  public  service  a  solemn  sense 
of  your  accountability  to  the  Supreme  Ruler,  and  of 
your  obligation  to  promote,  to  the  fullest  practicable 
extent,  the  best  interests  of  your  fellow-men.  And 
what  more  essential  qualification  can  there  be  for 
the  duties  of  your  elevated  trust,  than  a  heart  per¬ 
vaded  with  an  enlightened  Christian  benevolence  1 
Although  the  objects  which  claim  your  direct  action, 
are  mainly  the  material  interests  of  the  State,  you 
do  but  rise  to  the  level  of  your  station,  when  you 
reflect  that  the  end  of  legislation  is  the  culture  of 
Man.  Nothing  less  than  the  highest  improvement 
of  Humanity  can  be  accepted  as  the  ideal  of  a 
Christian  Republic.  This  was  the  splendid  dream 
of  Plato,  before  Christianity  had  risen  on  the  world ; 
and  its  blessed  realization  will  be  the  glory  of  these 
days.  Within  the  appropriate  sphere  of  your  official 
labors,  your  acts  and  measures,  however  humble  and 
subordinate,  are  to  be  ennobled  by  this  high  aim ; 
and  entered  upon  with  this  spirit,  you  may  magnify 
your  office.  And  the  natural  effect  of  these  senti¬ 
ments  will  be  further  observed  in  softening  the 
asperities  of  party,  in  fostering  those  courtesies  which 
adorn  and  dignify  debate,  and  rendering  your  legis¬ 
lative  career  as  agreeable  in  its  deliberations,  as  it 
will  be  beneficial  in  its  conclusions. 
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To  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  I  most  cordially 
tender  the  salutations  of  this  occasion.  Accept,  Sir, 
our  best  wishes  for  your  future  prosperity,  and  our 
congratulations  that  in  your  chosen  retirement  you 
will  be  cheered  by  the  highest  earthly  reward  to 
which  a  statesman  can  aspire — the  blessings  of  many 
that  were  ready  to  perish. 

To  his  Honor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  to  the 
Honorable  Council  and  Senate,  and  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  I  offer  respectful  greetings.  Our 
sympathies  will  accompany  you,  Gentlemen,  and  our 
sincere  prayers  that  your  public  labors  may  com¬ 
mand  the  respect,  and  win  the  gratitude,  of  your 
constituents ;  and  that  in  all  the  relations  and  duties 
of  life  you  may  enjoy  the  whispers  of  an  approving 
conscience,  may  severally  accomplish  with  honor  a 
patriotic  and  useful  career,  and  receive  at  its  close 
the  benediction  of  your  judge. 

Suffer  me,  in  conclusion,  my  respected  hearers,  to 
express  the  hope  that  this  solemn  convocation  will 
not  pass  away  as  a  mere  form  and  ceremony.  Meet¬ 
ing  thus  but  once,  and  looking  forward  to  the  dread 
day  when  we  are  to  meet  again  and  review  this  hour, 
I  cannot,  as  an  ambassador  of  Christ,  merge  the 
thought  of  your  individual  responsibilities  as  men  in 
that  of  your  collective  capacity  as  legislators.  The 
Psalmist,  while  recognizing  the  judges  and  rulers  of 


the  land,  in  the  discharge  of  their  appropriate  func¬ 
tions,  as  the  representatives  of  the  Most  High,  faith¬ 
fully  admonishes  them  that  their  exalted  dignity 
does  not  exempt  them  from  the  common  mortality : 
I  have  said,  ye  are  gods ;  but  ye  shall  die  like  men. 
With  what  impressive  admonition  was  this  truth  re¬ 
cently  proclaimed  through  the  land,  amid  the  sacred 
stillness  of  a  Sabbath  day,  in  the  tidings  of  the  death 
of  44  Massachusetts’  most  honored  son,”  whose  dust 
now  sleeps  on  her  Pilgrim  shore  with  the  ashes  of 
her  sainted  dead !  And  I  have  come  to  you  from 
the  more  recent  death-bed,  and  the  fresh  grave,  of  one 
who  was  present  here  a  year  ago,*  with  a  heart  full 
of  genial  sympathies  and  generous  impulses,  a  promi¬ 
nent  member  of  the  Senate  of  which  he  had  been 
the  presiding  officer,  whose  departed  years  were 
tolled  forth  on  the  morning  of  the  day  on  which  the 
freemen  of  the  State  were  summoned  to  their  annual 
assemblies,  and  from  which  most  of  you  date  your 
present  commissions.  With  this  association  in  my 
mind,  and  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  peaceful  repose 
in  death  of  one  whom  it  was  my  privilege,  as  his 
pastor,  to  commend,  in  his  dying  moments,  to  the 
Redeemer  in  whom  he  trusted,  I  stand  here  to-day, 
with  a  sense  of  bereavement,  to  address  his  living 
associates. 

*  Hon.  Myron  Lawrence  of  Belchertown,  who  died  on  the  evening  of 
Sunday,  7th  Nov.  1852,  aged  53  years. 
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Be  pleased  to  receive,  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is 
offered,  a  parting  word  of  personal  exhortation.  We 
belong,  my  friends,  one  and  all,  to  a  lost  race ;  we 
possess,  individually,  a  fallen  nature,  and  must  be 
recovered  and  justified,  before  we  can  be  saved.  Of 
what  avail  to  you  will  it  be,  that  you  have  been 
clothed  with  important  delegated  trusts,  and  have 
sat  in  the  seats  of  power,  if  you  should  fail  to  be  ac¬ 
quitted  and  accepted  before  that  higher  tribunal,  to 
which  all  are  alike  amenable  'l  Be  affectionately  en¬ 
treated  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness ;  to  appropriate  the  offered  blessings 
of  the  gospel,  so  vital,  and  for  the  neglect  of  which 
you  can  never  offer  the  plea  of  ignorance.  Cherish 
a  rational  concern  for  the  salvation  of  your  own 
souls. 

Whether  the  dayspring  from  on  high  is  to  visit 
the  nations  that  sit  in  darkness  soon  or  late,  and 
while  we  watch,  more  than  they  that  wait  for  the 
morning,  for  that  glorious  dawn  spread  upon  the 
mountains,  let  us  not  be  insensible  that  here  the  dark¬ 
ness  is  past,  and  the  true  light  now  shineth.  Truth, 
daughter  of  the  skies,  hath  descended  to  us,  all 
radiant  as  the  Heaven  from  which  she  came,  and  is 
uttering  in  our  ears  her  invitations,  sweet  and  loud, 
telling  us  of  a  race  to  be  run,  and  a  prize  for  the 
winner;  of  a  kingdom  to  be  gained  and  a  crown  for 
the  conqueror.  Let  us  enter  upon  that  race ;  let  us 
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press  into  that  kingdom ;  and  when  the  goal  has 
been  reached,  when  the  sceptre  has  been  grasped,  we 
shall  be  privileged  to  unite  with  the  great  voices  in 
Heaven,  in  their  swelling  ascriptions  of  praise,  We 

GIVE  THEE  THANKS,  O  LORD  GOD  ALMIGHTY,  WHO 
ART,  AND  WAST,  AND  ART  TO  COME,  BECAUSE  THOU 
HAST  TAKEN  TO  THEE  THY  GREAT  POWER,  AND  HAST 
REIGNED. 


